
BRIARWOOD ACADEMY 
JUNIOR NIGHT

Mrs. Catherine Stapleton, Dean of Student Services / School Counselor



Introduction

Presentation of Information

Question and Answer Session

Closing

GOOD EVENING!
Meeting Agenda



Brief Bio



• Field trip to the science center next 
Thursday

• Library day tomorrow

• Collect cardboard boxes at home 
for class project

• Water the school garden

ADVISEMENT MEETING

Math

Activity

Lunch

Art

Social Studies

Transcript
Individual Graduation Plan
Post-Secondary Plans
Testing

Prepare for Senior Year
Fifteen minute appointments
Parents invited to attend in person or by phone



Junior 

YearGet Involved
Clubs
Sports
Fine Arts
Start building your resume’
Visit colleges/technical 
colleges-form in your folder

Join Junior Class Remind



Sample Individual Graduation Plan



REQUIRED CREDITS - 23
• ENGLISH - 4
• MATH - 4
• SCIENCE - 4
• SOCIAL STUDIES - 4
• PE/HEALTH - 1
• FOREIGN LANGUAGE - 2
• ELECTIVES - 4



• HOPE GPA is calculated using only academic 
classes

• HOPE GPA is recalculated to weigh only AP courses 
with a .5 for a B or C.  Highest grade is 4.0 for an A.

• Use your GA Futures account or see Mrs. Stapleton 
to obtain your HOPE GPA.

HOPE GPA

• GPA = 4.0 scale/Numeric Average = 100 scale
• BA has a weighted GPA/Numeric Average
• A weight of 3 points is added to the numeric 

average for Honors classes each quarter. 
• A weight of 5 points is added to the numeric 

average of AP classes each quarter. 

Briarwood

• Colleges and universities use their own procedures 
for calculating GPAs.  

• Check with the admissions team to learn the 
procedure for recalculation.

Various GPAs

Colleges and Universities



Dual Enrollment

• Juniors and Seniors with a minimum3.0 HOPE GPA may participate
• Some classes offered in-person at Briarwood (English this year) 

We are looking at the possibility of adding Spanish next year.
• Many of our seniors and some of our Juniors are taking English 

and/or electives via Dual Enrollment.
• We will continue our partnership with East Georgia College.
• All courses taken via Dual Enrollment must be approved by the 

counselor.
• DE packets are available on the Briarwood website.



• Students who have a cumulative numerical 
average of 90 or above.

• Students must take at least one Honors/AP/DE 
course per year to be eligible to graduate as an 
Honor Graduate.

Honor Graduate

• Valedictorian - attended BA for two consecutive 
years immediately preceding graduation who has 
taken 2 Honors/AP/DE classes each year and has the 
highest overall cumulative numerical average.

• Salutatorian - attended BA for two consecutive years 
immediately preceding graduation who has taken 2 
Honors/AP/DE classes each year and has the second 
highest overall cumulative numerical average.

• First Honor Graduate - attended BA for two 
consecutive years immediately preceding graduation 
who has taken 2 Honors/AP/DE classes each year and 
has the third highest overall cumulative numerical 
average.

Val/Sal/First Honors

• Junior ushers have a cumulative numerical 
average of 90 or above, calculated at the end of 
the 3rd quarter, and have taken at least one 
Honors/AP/DE course per year.

• Junior Marshal has attended Briarwood for 2 
consecutive years immediately preceding the end 
of the junior year, taking at least 2 Honors/AP/DE 
courses and has the highest overall cumulative 
average at the end of the 3rd quarter.

GRADUATION

Junior Marshal/Ushers



Options

POST -SECONDARY PLANS

Military
Technical College
Two-Year College
Four-Year College
Apprenticeships/Internships
Direct to Employment



Testing
Testing requirements depend on the career/college path.

Military - requires the ASVAB.  
Technical Colleges-take the SAT/ACT or will have students 
take a placement test
Two-Year Colleges-take the SAT/ACT or will have students 
take a placement test
Four-Year Colleges and Universities-most require the 
SAT/ACT



Testing



Testing - AP Exams



HOPE Scholarship
• 3.0 Minimum HOPE GPA

• 4 Rigor Courses

• Pays tuition to state supported 

schools and partial tuition to private 

schools in Georgia.

GEORGIA SCHOLARSHIPS

Zell Miller Scholarship
• 3.7 Minimun  HOPE GPA

• 4 Rigor Courses

• 1200 SAT or 26 ACT (not super -

scored)

• Pays tuition to state supported schools and 

partial tuition to private schools in Georgia.

The HOPE Scholarship and the Zell Miller Scholarship are 
managed by the Georgia Student Finance Commission 

Rigor Courses:  Upper -level Math and Science classes, All AP/DE courses, 

2nd year or higher Foreign Language classes.



Athletics at Briarwood Academy

Briarwood Academy is an active member of the Georgia Independent School Association
(GISA) and participates in region and state competitions in football, cheerleading, basketball,

softball, baseball, track, tennis, cross-country, soccer, and golf.

1.  A student in grades 6-12 must have passed five unit subjects or their equivalent the previous nine weeks.
2. A student must be considered present on the current school day to practice or participate in extra-curricular events. 
    For Saturday practice or events, the student must have been counted present on the Friday before the event.
3. For a student to participate in summer workouts or sporting events, the student must be registered and have his/her account in good 
standing.
4. Each athlete at Briarwood Academy will be allowed to participate in up to two sports during any season.
5. Each athlete at Briarwood Academy must participate in at least two meets, matches, or games to be eligible for any post-season 
tournaments (region or state).
6. The Head of School will handle any exceptions to these rules on an individual basis.



Sports in College



NCAA



NAIA



PARENT TIPS

• Communicate with your student 
about expectations and reality.

• Communicate with teachers, 
counselor and admin about any 
questions or concerns.

• Encourage attendance - it is 
directly correlated to academics 
and behavior.

• Balancing act - monitoring and 
providing independence.



THANK YOU 
FOR COMING!
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